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THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE
Shipping and Receiving Coordinator
Mike Coon, left, and Lead Technician
of Communications and Distance
Learning Dennis McKay were among
the retiring employees honored at
a recent reception. Look inside for
recollections from recent retirees.

KIDS (LITERALLY) ON CAMPUS
Kids have been filling the Belleville Campus this summer! Whether it’s for Community Education’s College
for Kids and Kids on Campus programs, or the Schmidt Art Center’s summer programs, the college has its
employees covered for kid summer fun.
Beginning Drawing

Paw Pals

Mixed Media

Art through Literature

Trey Maxwell
(grandson of Roberta Calvin)

Ruby Nussbaum
(daughter of Keith Nussbaum)

Olivia Hellin
(daughter of Sarah Hellin)

Grace Hellin
(daughter of Sarah Hellin)

Chinese Cooking 1

Gloppy Sloppy Goup

Video Game Animation 3D Program

Fun with Math

Montana Kasten
(daughter of Chris Kasten)

Anya Kenney
(daughter of Winnie Kenney)

Liam Kenney
(son of Winnie Kenney)

Kaitlyn Leach (daughter
of Kristen Ruppert-Leach)

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
One of my favorite points in every commencement is when grateful
students applaud their faculty mentors.
A new study confirms that sentiment is genuine, as college graduates
“had double the chances of being engaged in their work and were
three times as likely to be thriving if they had connected with a
professor who stimulated them, cared about them and encouraged
their hopes and dreams.”
The Gallup-Purdue Index Report, a survey of 30,000 graduates
covering employment, job engagement and well-being, shows “it all
comes down to old-fashioned values and connectedness,” writes
Scott Carlson in The Chronicle of Higher Education.

JULY CALENDAR
3-Aug. 14 – Exhibit—Belleville

Bicentennial: 200 and Andrea
Hoelscher: Photographs, The Schmidt;
free admission, closed July 4-6

4 – Independence Day
(College Closed)

5 – Fireworks, 7:30-10 p.m., BC
28-AUG. 1 – 2014 Allsup

Entrepreneur Academy, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
BC; to sign up call ext. 5472 or visit
swic.edu/allsup-academy; $25 deposit

This report also revealed:
• Graduates who did a semester or longer project, secured an internship or participated in
extracurricular functions and organizations had twice the odds of being engaged at work.
From College Activities to AmeriCorps to Career Center to the classroom, extracurricular
opportunities abound here as supported by faculty advisors, volunteer mentors and coaches
on and off the field.
• Full-time employment percentages by discipline were Science (63 percent), Business
(61 percent), Social Sciences (53 percent) and Arts and Humanities (52 percent), but the
percentages flipped when it came to engagement at work, as Arts and Humanities and Social
Sciences (41 percent each) topped Science (38 percent) and Business (37 percent).
That’s why we continue to focus on STE-A-M, whereby the arts continue to have a place in our
well-rounded curriculum.
• Not surprisingly, a graduate’s sense of well-being declines relative to how much loan debt
they carry. More specifically as it relates to entrepreneurship, 26 percent of students with no
debt started their own businesses compared to 16 percent with debt topping $40,000.
This hits close to home as Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin has just asked community colleges to offer
the state’s 3,300 students recently abandoned by for-profit Everest College the option to continue
or restart their education at quality, affordable institutions like SWIC.
A New York Federal Reserve study in the June issue of Inside Higher Ed declares “college is still
worth it.” Doug Lederman writes, “The wages of college graduates have stagnated since the
early 2000s, and fallen since the Great Recession of 2008. But because the fortunes of those
without a college degree have declined much more sharply, the ‘college wage premium’ – the
earnings advantage that degree holders have over those without one – ‘has remained near its
all-time high,’ the Fed’s report states. The average return to a college degree – bachelor’s or
associate – is about 15 percent, ‘easily surpassing the threshold for a sound investment.’”
Taken in tandem, these reports confirm our longstanding value proposition: consumers get
the best bang for their buck whenever high quality (in this case, instruction) is offered at
a reasonable price (in this case, one of the lowest). For those who may cringe at being the
“cheapest” alternative in the postsecondary education market, ask yourself the same question
the next time you’re at the gas pump.
Even luxury car owners understand the value of buying “regular” … it gets you where you want
to go and you save money as a result.

Pay It Forward,

Georgia Costello, Ph.D.

JULY
CAMPUS BRIEFS
BELLEVILLE CAMPUS
Join the celebration of Belleville’s
Bicentennial this month as The Schmidt
hosts Belleville Bicentennial: 200,
featuring artifacts from Belleville’s
first 200 years. The exhibit opens
July 3 and runs through Aug. 14.
LACE Assistant Mardy Eisloeffel
of Belleville is just one of nearly 100
contributors to the show. Stop by
and see his contributions – a book by
Gottfried Duden and two alarm clocks
made by Belleville manufacturer Knapp
Monarch. Also on exhibition at The
Schmidt will be photos of arranged
fruits and vegetables by artist Andrea
Hoelscher. Check swic.edu/theschmidt
for summer hours.
Want your kids to be the boss
someday? Give them a head start
with the 2014 Allsup Entrepreneur
Academy, July 28 through Aug. 1,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Belleville
Campus. They’ll learn what it takes to
start and run a successful business,
analyze business case studies and
discuss the basics of building a
business plan. Plus, they can compete
in a business plan competition for
prizes. There is a $25 deposit refunded
upon completion of the workshop.
Call ext. 5472 or visit
swic.edu/allsup-academy.

THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE
Recent retirees are listed in order of
their start date.

DENNIS MCKAY, Lead Technician of
Communications and Distance Learning,
July 1974

“My enjoyment in working at SWIC has
always been the wonderful people that I
work with. There are so many people who
have made my time here enjoyable … too
many to try to mention.”

MIKE COON, Shipping and Receiving
Coordinator, September 1978

“Trying to choose a favorite memory is
rather difficult. My whole career at the
college has been memorable. Witnessing
the growth that has occurred at the
Belleville Campus, as well as Granite City,
Red Bud, PSOP, and East St. Louis has been
amazing. I have been fortunate to work with
and become friends with some very good
people, to whom I thank very much.
“A lot of my fondest memories are back in
the college-operated bookstore days, where
I started as a student worker in 1974. The
college was much smaller, and everyone
seemed to know each other.
“There are at least two things I am proud
of. One is the fact that the bookstore and
shipping and receiving staff never damaged
or broke one item, which is remarkable
when you consider the volume of goods we
handle.
“The second is when I received the college
staff member of the year award in 1993.
That was a humbling experience and one
that made me feel good. I have been a lucky
man.”

JAY HARRINGTON, Men’s Head

Basketball Coach and Athletic Director,
April 1979

GWEN STAUDER, Accounts

SANDRA SLIMENT, Greenhouse

“Thirty years of working with my fellow
employees, both in the Business Office
and the many departments throughout the
college… what a ride!

ERNEST LOCKWOOD, Professor of

Receivable Specialist, July 1984

What will I miss? Listening to students and
helping them work through challenging
situations; laughing and sometimes crying
with colleagues and friends whom I have
come to know so well over the years;
always looking forward to coming into
work each day; on the other hand, though,
waiting for ‘that’ phone call on a snowy/
icy morning announcing, ‘We’re off today!;’
being blessed with phenomenal supervisors
who encouraged me to be creative, do my
best and always re-enforced my efforts with
their support.
What is my fondest memory? The many acts
of kindness and love shown to me over the
years, for which I will always be grateful!
Will I miss coming to SWIC every day? You
bet I will!”

CINDY LEWIS, Assistant Controller,
May 1987

“I have had opportunities to hold several
different positions at SWIC, from Financial
Aid director to vice provost of the Sam Wolf
Granite City Campus, to MIS Title III project
manager and finally assistant controller
and to work with excellent faculty and staff
members.
My fondest memories are of our students
and their accomplishments, and I am
proud of the technological advances I
have promoted at the college: automated
financial aid systems (way back in the 80s),
online payments and Web-based services,
to name a few.
SWIC has been a wonderful place to work
and I feel fortunate to have taken a role in
its service to our many communities.”

TOM REINHARDT, Custodian,
August 1988

Technician, January 1989

General Technology, September 1990

DIANE DITUCCI, Program Coordinator

for Electronic Publishing, Graphic
Communications, Web Designer and Web
Development and Administration,
August 1991

“My memories include the joy brought
to traditional and nontraditional students
as I assisted them to succeed. I also
appreciate the support and cooperation of
teachers, staff and administration to make
SWIC a success.”

AMANDA STARKEY, Dean of Math
and Sciences, August 1991

KAREN SITZES, Administrative
Assistant for AQIP, Planning and
Assessment, September 1991

FRED LEWIS, Adjunct Chemistry
Instructor, summer 1988

“My entire 26 years were very enjoyable.
This coming September will be the first
time since 1946 that I have not been in the
classroom either as a student or instructor.
I will truly miss that. The entire staff of
BAC, now SWIC, from fellow colleagues to
department chairs to deans to presidents,
has always been accessible, friendly and
helpful.
I had one woman student who wrote a note
on her chemistry final exam: “This was the
most difficult class I have ever taken—
now I feel confident that I can do anything.”
A few years later she came to visit
me and said she was now a corporate
lawyer specializing in litigation involving
chemical cases.
Thank you, SWIC, for 26 interesting,
challenging and rewarding years.”

THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE
BRYAN RAUSCH, Custodian,
January 1995

DOROTHY OWENS, Adjunct
Counselor, June 1996

“One of my fondest moments was when I
received the phone call 18.5 years ago from
the dean of counseling and said, ‘You are
the second black counselor that we have
hired for Belleville Area College. You met
the requirements; congratulations, report to
work on Monday!’ I took early retirement in
1995 (28 years as an English professor) and
now I am retiring from my second career!
I am humble that God has granted this
milestone in my life!”

BREEZ GRAHAM, Physical Science
Lab Technician, August 1999

TERRY LAMBETH, Custodian,
May 2000

LYNN LOYD, Custodian, August 2000
REGINA HAYS, Adjunct Faculty,

Administration of Justice, January 2002
“I have always been impressed by the idea
that the college embraces using individuals
who work in the field of study with the
practical experience to educate their
students. I loved the teaching environment
provided to me by SWIC, the supportive
staff and the engaging students. My best
memory is the fact that teaching at SWIC
made me become a better instructor for my
students.”

(CONTINUED)

MICHAEL SMITH, Ph.D., Professor of

SOMETHING
TO TALK ABOUT

Sociology, June 2004

“My favorite memory was an event held
during the spring of 2007. The Division of
Liberal Arts, under the leadership of Dr.
Paul Wreford, sponsored a student chat
entitled: “The ‘N’ word on campus!” The
administration was of course worried about
such a controversial topic. The motivation
for the topic followed the comedian Michael
Richards’ (Kramer from ‘Seinfeld’) tirade at
a LA comedy club. The session was packed
in the Theatre. It began with Professor
Kevin Monroe and I acting out a skit from
‘Saturday Night Live,’ originally done with
Chevy Chase and Richard Pryor, which
ended in racial slurs between the two of
us. The ensuing discussion was absolutely
incredible with viewpoints from all sides:
a white male who had black friends who
called him their “white N”; an older black
woman who grew up in the Jim Crow
south who was horrified at its casual use;
a middle-aged white mother who was
concerned for what to tell her children when
they hear it being bantered about at the
mall; and young African-American males
into hip-hop that defended it as a term
of endearment. Ms. Donna Moody and I
facilitated the discussion, which allowed all
viewpoints to be heard without offending
others. The forum ended with an agreement
to not use the term at SWIC in public
places. The moratorium seemed to hold for
about two years.”

THOMAS KANE, Part-time Faculty,
Business, December 2005

Red Bud Campus Counselor
Suzy Jones will earn her doctorate
in community college leadership from
Ferris State University next May.
Her practicum project involves improving
the experience for student workers at
SWIC campuses, making their jobs
more meaningful and more beneficial
to the college.

GOT SOMETHING
TO TALK ABOUT?
Email julie.ninnis@swic.edu with your
individual or department accomplishments.

EMPOWERING YOUNG LEADERS
– Foundation Board Chair Benjamin
Kirchoff and Board Member Mark A. Lee
took time to mentor future leaders of the
community through the Ticket 2 Success
program. Ticket 2 Success is a literacy
and leadership nonprofit organization
through which students engage successful
and dynamic leaders representing civic,
corporate and government professions.

JOHN SHIVELY, Associate Professor of
Mathematics, August 2002

Kirchoff

Lee

SWIC IN THE NEWS
PUTTING THE CART BEFORE THE HISTORY
The Belleville News-Democrat recently ran a halfpage photo showing preparations for the upcoming
Belleville Bicentennial: 200 exhibit. The caption reads,
“Southwestern Illinois College lead photographer
Linda Gass-Burgess and designer Stehn Soderman
photograph a horse drawn cart that is featured on
the cover of The Belleville Bicentennial Museum
promotional material. The cart, sold by Geo. Eidman
Impl. Co. of Belleville, is coming to the Schmidt Art
Gallery at SWIC from July 3 to Aug. 15. The museum
consists of artifacts from Belleville’s history loaned
by their owners for the exhibit. Two hundred items
will be displayed in the exhibit.”

BIRTHDAY BASH – Kashmir the

Snow Leopard joined other area mascots
to celebrate Izzy the Grizzlie’s birthday at
a recent Gateway Grizzlies game. Mascots
included, from left, the GCS Bear, Bogey the
Bearcat, Izzy, Lizzy the Polar Bear, Kashmir
and Rampage.

Running
Start
LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS GET RUNNING START
ON COLLEGE EDUCATION
Read the Belleville News-Democrat article about how local high school students are
graduating with an associate degree from SWIC at the same time they graduate from high
school.

SWIC LETS THE SUN SHINE IN
Read the Belleville News-Democrat article announcing new solar panels at SWIC that will
provide a source of renewable energy.

PSOP “SENIOR PROM”
View the Belleville News-Democrat photos of the recent PSOP “senior prom” dance.

AVIATION UP CLOSE –

Aviation Maintenance Technology
students toured Jet Aviation
St. Louis in Cahokia on May 21.
Students got the chance to see the
facility up close and discover what
aviation maintenance looks like in a
real-world setting.

FRESH NEW LOOK – The courtyard

at the Sam Wolf Granite City Campus
recently received a complete renovation.
Instrumental in the development and
execution of the project were campus
Executive Director Frank Miles, left, and
Physical Plant Supervisor Gary Gruenert.
Horticulture students plan to complete
the area with more landscaping. The
courtyard is available for students, faculty
and staff to enjoy.

RUNNING FOR A SPECIAL CAUSE – Public Safety

members Clayton Proffitt, Tim Clover and Mark Green, along
with SWIC Police Academy recruits from Session 124, get ready
to join the Special Olympics Torch Run from SWIC to the Belleville
Town Square (3.5 miles). The Torch Run raises money for local
athletes to take part in the Special Olympics, including Todd
Downing, who carried the torch for the SWIC portion of the run.
Along with the runners, other members of Public Safety and Police
Academy supported the efforts by providing traffic control and
encouragement along the way.

THE CALL OF DUTY
Belleville Campus Public Safety commissioned officers Christie
Rasmussen and Jennifer Edwards agree that this past year has
been a dream come true. Each has been activated as part of the
Major Case Squad to help on homicide investigations.
“In March 2013, Chief Mark Green decided to get the SWIC Public
Safety department involved with the Major Case Squad, becoming a
member for the first time in the department’s history,” said Edwards.
She was appointed to represent Public Safety that first year. “It was
a challenge I was more than willing to accept. I had the privilege of
working two cases last year, one in O’Fallon and one in Columbia.”
Because of the number of call outs that first year, Green decided
to expand the department’s representation to two officers. That
brought Rasmussen, who gladly accepted the opportunity, onto the
squad. She was called in for her first investigation earlier this year.
Both women say becoming a homicide detective has been a longtime
career goal.

FORE! – Several Physical Plant employees took advantage of

the good weather at the annual Sam Wolf Granite City Campus
Golf Scramble. Pictured are, from left, SWGCC Supervisor Gary
Gruenert, Director Ron Henderson, Assistant Director James
Gunter and Custodial Maintenance Supervisor Dave Parker. All
funds raised will benefit scholarships for SWGCC students.

The Major Case Squad is made up of approximately 450 officers
from Illinois and Missouri. Members get called to work cases in
teams of 20-25. Their work involves long days, lots of legwork,
neighborhood canvassing and, often, a needle in a haystack,
Edwards and Rasmussen note.
“Each person takes a part of the puzzle and works on that. Each
little thing you do is important to the big picture, no matter how
insignificant it may seem at the time,” Rasmussen said.
For both, it is personally rewarding to help solve a case and bring
families closure.
“Participation in the Major Case Squad is part of our effort and role
in community involvement, through coordination and cooperation
with local law enforcement, but just as important is the ability for
our officers to interact and train with our community partners,” said
Green. “Through this partnership, we gain valuable training and
experience that can be utilized on our campuses to enhance our
public safety services.”

FROM THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
At the June meeting, the SWIC Board of Trustees:
•

Accepted a $548,650 federal renewal Postsecondary
Perkins Grant to benefit SWIC Career and Technical
Education programs.

•

Approved the following appointments: Custodians John
Gilbert and Danyele Mercer; Maintenance Worker
Chris Oldham; Assistant Professor/Librarian David Mark
Light; Assistant Instructional Technology Manager Stefan
Schoemehl; and Academic Advisors Jeffrey Baltes,
Lakeetra Catchings, Leroy Crisp, Ryan Crouse, Kiesha
Ford, Melissa Gehrs, Adam Guebert, Emily Muertz,
Debbie Schachner and Caprice Stancil-Smith; and
Interim Athletic Director Michael Juenger.

“Regular Board Meeting Minutes” and “Other Board Minutes” are
posted on swic.edu. Click on “About Us” and “Board of Trustees.”

HONORING OUR FALLEN
In June, the United States flag and the state flag were flown at
half-staff in honor and remembrance of:
• Private First Class Aaron Toppen, United States Army,
Mokena, Illinois

SOCIAL MEDIA SHOWCASE
FIND @SWICEDU ON INSTAGRAM!
With an average of 60 million photos posted per day and 1.6 billion
“likes” daily on Instagram, SWIC couldn’t resist joining in on the fun.
Instagram is an effective social media tool for SWIC, as well as students,
faculty and community, to broadcast their “SWIC experience” in a fun
and engaging way. While still fairly new to the scene, SWIC has already
had students taking “selfies” at graduation and tagging their alma
mater with pride. As people continue to share their experiences and
acknowledge SWIC, the college’s reputation and presence throughout the
community will only become stronger.

FOLLOW US!
1. If you don’t have Instagram, go to your smart phone’s application store
and simply search Instagram and download.

IT’S FREE!
2. Once downloaded, go to your search bar in the app by clicking the
second icon from the left at the bottom of the app. It looks like a star or
compass. This is called the “Popular” tab.

STARS AND STRIPES – Art Department Secretary

Becky Peterson, left, and Assistant Professor of Art
Paula McAteer work to complete a patriotic mural, funded
through a Foundation Enhancement Grant, in the new Veterans
and Career Services Center in the Belleville Campus Main Complex.
The new office will allow Veterans and Career Services to better
serve both veteran and civilian students.

3. In the search bar, type in swicedu, click on the account @swicedu and
press follow!

