Physical Therapist Assistant Program Mission
The Physical Therapist Assistant Program at Southwestern Illinois College provides students with a
variety of experiences and opportunities to develop the skills required of the entry-level physical therapist
assistant. The program continually assesses student learning and makes necessary modifications in
teaching methods as indicated to best prepare students for practice as a physical therapist assistant. The
mission and values of the college and the core values of the American Physical Therapy Association are
reinforced through professional role modeling and advocacy for the profession by program faculty.

Physical Therapist Assistant-Program Goals
Program Goals Related to Students:
The PTA Program at Southwestern Illinois College will graduate students that can:
1. Explain and educate individuals in the role of the physical therapist assistant within the
profession of physical therapy as well as within the healthcare team.
2. Explain basic human anatomy, physiology and development and how it is relevant to
providing physical therapy interventions.
3. Demonstrate competency in implementing physical therapy interventions, under the
supervision and direction of the physical therapist, and in modifying the intervention within
the therapist’s plan of care.
4. Maintain safe, effective working environment/conditions and respond appropriately in a
medical emergency.
5. Collect data and report patient status to the physical therapist or other members of the
health care team through appropriate oral or written communication.
6. Recognize when to notify the physical therapist to re-examine and evaluate the patient due
to change in patient status or clinical environment.
7. Utilize equipment common in physical therapy correctly.
8. Educate the patient, family, care-givers, and/or community in issues effecting their health
and well-being.
9. Display professional behaviors complimentary to the profession through sound ethical
decision making.
10. Recognize and respond to the individual needs of the patient and family or other members
of the healthcare team.
11. Locate and utilize resources to foster continued learning and enrichment.
12. Practice physical therapy within the limits of the law and educational training.

Program Goals Related to Faculty:

1. Faculty shall role model the core values of Southwestern Illinois College and the American
Physical Therapy Association.

